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Loch Shiel Fishing Practice

1.   There is no common right to fish for salmon, sea trout or brown trout in Scotland.  Permission to fish for 

        salmon or sea trout must be obtained from the owner of those rights.  Permission to fish for brown trout 

        must be obtained from the riparian owner. (The owner of the banks of the river or loch).

2.   Anglers on Loch Shiel must be in possession of a valid permit.

3.   The season for salmon and sea trout fishing is from 1 May to 30 September and for brown trout 

        fishing from 15 March to 7 October.

4.   Anglers should, at all times, fish in a fair and sportsmanlike manner with fly or spinner.  Live 

        bait should not be used.

     Anglers should adopt methods to cause minimal damage to fish, e.g. handle fish carefully, use 

         barbless hooks, use knotless nets and keep fish in the water as much as possible.

5.  The Lochaber District Salmon Fishery Board require all fish caught before 15th June to be released. 

      All sea trout, and all other fish under 9” in length, must be returned to the water.

     The catch and release of all salmon especially hen fish and coloured fish is encouraged    

        throughout the season. 

 6.  All anglers must comply with all statutory enactments and regulations regarding salmon fishing,

         e.g. no fishing is permitted from midnight on Saturday until midnight on Sunday; the use of a 

         set line or net is illegal.

7.  A boat may fish a maximum of two rods.

     If a permit holder allows a third party to use their boat, then written permission must be given to the 

         third party and must be available for checking by a Warranted  Bailiff.

     All fishing boats should have displayed on their prow, the registration number allocated to the boat

         by the Board.  The number should be of sufficient size and colour to make it clearly visible from

         a distance.  (A bailiff may stop any boat not so numbered in order to establish its bona fide

         presence on the loch).  It is recommended that the number should be on a white background and

         the characters should be approximately 6”/150 mm high.

     From 1 July until the end of the season, trolling is not permitted in the “First Bay”, i.e. the area
        bounded by the River Shiel fishing limit and a line drawn between the Alt an Deabh burn and the 

        Dig na Cnche burn (The Ardshealach/Resipole boundary).  At no time should boats fish in the River

        Shiel, marked by black and white posts at the south end of the loch.

8.   The tradition of  NO BANK FISHING  should be observed because of the very real environmental

         damage which might be caused, although anglers may land from a boat to beach a fish.  Due to the

         presence of legally protected Black Throated Divers, which are particularly sensitive to disturbance, 

         anglers should not stop near, nor land on or adjacent to rafts or islands especially between 15th April 

         and 30th June.

 9.  All anglers and others should proceed to and from fishing areas avoiding unnecessary noise and 

         disturbance to the habitat, wildlife and other bona fide users.  It should be remembered that the whole 

         of Loch Shiel is designated as a Special Protection Area under the European Birds Directive and

         is a  Site of Special Scientific Interest  located in a remote, peaceful and beautiful area .

10.  All anglers should keep an accurate record of fish caught, including fish returned to the water.

      Short-term visitors are required to complete a return for the period of their stay and before departure

         leave it with the permit holder of their boat from whom they obtained permission to fish.

      A statutory return of all fish caught should be made to The Scottish Government by the permit holder 
         or the owner of the fishing rights by 30th November in each year. 
